Router * TEST

Akeda DC-16

Alan Goodsell fests
the ease of the Akeda
Dovetail Jig

FHOTOGRARHE BT THE SUTHON

niz ol the most popalar jigs for
the rowter 1= the dovetal g and
here are plenty of them oul
there They range from omes
that are a mene emplate that yow serew o
your workpiece o sophistcated models thi
Iook like they need a degree in rocket science
fo e thean — actually this i rarely the case
and most dovednil jigs are relotively casy o
use omee you have mastered the pechnague.

The Akeda DC-16 jig, althowgh launched
onbo Lhe market a lew vears ago expenenoed
a maper sethack when the company”s
manulaciuring plant suffered exensive foe
damage and production temporan ly ceased
Mow the company bas got back om (s feet
again the Akeds DEC-16 Jig is availebe once
e,

The dovetails joint is mostly wsed o creats
drawers and thene ane two main types wsed in
iheir construction. They are through doveinils
anel hall Blind dovetails that will both provide
a strong joind that will resist the pulling
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above The DC Accessory Kit condalns mary
useful parts

2 Dovetail Jig

=

sction of 4 drawer being contimuilly opened

In ypical use Foo the comstrucion of drawers
the through dovetnil will be wsed on the bock
of the drawer box and the half blind dovetal
ig used on the Frond of the drawer

What You Get

There are cmly few pards i the package,
and that is simply becauss you don’t reed
by mnamny due o the mgenaous design of the
jiE There is of course the jig body, which is
a sburdy, and well buelt peece of @gupment
capable of accommadating work that i= up
b 16" wide, four mounting serews, nose Ll
puides. mine through dovetail pins of 7 and
nne ball bind pin guedes. Also aneluded 14
a shdter that is itted intemally boosid dost
exlractom, @ kiob [or ughtening the clamps,

a T diamieter guide-bush ard finally o
comprehensive mstsction manual. Al tes
poant it i= worth mentioning that ihe optional
[0 Acoessory Fab s o uselil puschss as 11
includes a waste collection svelem and nine
cach ol pun E:uidl.'r: at 9= 117, 14" and 20° o
incrense your dovetsil options, There is alzo
a rowder bt sel thel incledes (ive dovetan] b
gt 7 9%, 117 147 and 207 a= well as three
simaght bits af 0215 Q009" undersize and
DLEHH oversiee Tor scdjusting the Mt of & joint
Asyatem for Keeping your moater’s poswen
cord cut of the way is & useful extra that is
ineluded 1 this kat, as are the half blisd pin
stops b id dhe positioning of ihe pan pieces
Tall gunde spocers that are cut asd fitled
hetween the puides ore just the job do prevent
inadvertent routing between them
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above . then marked with & pancil

Getting The Jig Ready

T readly 15 lande oo belome yvou
are guiting dovetails and the first thing o
svcomplish 1 o mount the g onto a sub
baze that ennbles the TH o be clamped to
e bench Cuta prece ol plywooed 26" long
by & wide and =orew it to the hottom of the
Jug mn the postien indicated in the menual,
When moumed correctly this will allow the
winkpieoe 10 be fitted mio the jug saibom
inberference from the edge of kench An
altermative method, iF the pg s e be used
aofften, i= o mound it direcily on the kench
That 15 all the preparation you need o do
1o ged the D ready for setiing up for some
dowetl culling.

Clamping System

When 1 lirst savw the bag of stcessories
| swomdered swhy there was only clamping
knob There i= only one beeausse you only
need cne. The vertical and honzomial
winkpices clamps that mon the length of
the jug ghten m one action, a bt like the
miechani=m in a planer, and placing anxd
turming the knob an atber of the damp
sockets will tighten dhe workpicee against the
Jug's Dined suface securely across it's wadth.

Guide Fingers & Guide Rails
The pin and wil guides are ingenious
devices that are well made [rom lgh qualis

carbom fiber filled plastic and easily clip inko
pesitiom in the DE's guide quals You have 1o
cut vour workpieoe of a convenient width to
sunt the V" increments of the gusde hnger
scdfings i the guide rail, so bear this in mind
when planning your project. The guides elip
inbo the: guide roil and you ploce them ot o
slight uprisard, or dosnivand, angle then snap
them imte place, making sure they locate in
the ranl's indents, You can then poston the
rest of the puides in bebween and of spacings
that you want, geserally speaking, even
spacings ook betier When they are all in
place, mark the posions of the i guides
with o peneil mark on the mil 50 you have p
relerence lor postioning the pin gusdes

Dust Collection

As stamdard, the Lexan window on the
romd oo the 530 ps insttalled angle oul and
this i= il you ore not planning o attech a
shop vacuum system e the pg 1 you ane
planming io, then vou will need the accessory
kat ancd when that s installed the wando
is remeoved and replaced angle in e aid
he path ol extracihon e sy sbom Koo
the prmosphers clear of dust for o bealthier
workeng environment. You will be advised
i requently clean the jig of the inevitable
dust and debas that will sccumulabe so that
the gwide mils and other ports do not pel
logped up.
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abowe The router moses sasily on the jig o
make the cut

aboye Careful routing produces the talls
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How It Works

Thee D2, like mosl moaber jugs, works by
it's various components that, when set up,
resinct the movement of the rouler bil oa
controlled path, [n this case the pin and tail
guides asd guide raels of the jig steer the
rowiber bit to cut the pins and indls that are
negguired for the dovetal jomt A guide-bush
fitbed indo the router's base combines with
these 1o gve the rowter bil an accurate path
of travel ot a sed depth

Tha process for cuttmy through or Blmed
dovvetails is similar bt the bther nses only
the dlowetanl bat for cutting bolh the pins and
tnils whereas the former uses o dovetasil bit
for thee tanls amd a stiraighi i for culting
ihe pins

For half blind dovetals, the wal goides
are sed up firsd, Once they are snapped inio
porsation anmd marked on the mil wath o pencil,
the workpiece is did tight up o them From
below and held in the X' clamp, The
rester, with the goide-bush and dovetail big
firted and set fo depth, 15 placed o the
top of the g The routers baseplate mims on
ihee manls en the g oof the g, and wod on the
guide fingers, so the path of trovel is smooth
The lrst cut s taken Do kel o nght with
the guide-bush pulled firmly agoinst the
guide rul on the front of the g, and a cul
is taken along the length of the workpicce.

above Seb the wood to the comect depth and
clamp tlght

the: workpiece the
the bt set o the s

relatively gentle cuts, as do
Tuttbe Tragile and prome 1o be
hard The finad cut is taken
bush firmly against the pin
sl final pass will give s
will probabdy find that you sl ha
some small depth adjustments i the |
a well fitig pant. Basang it wilk loos
the joint and lowering the bit will tigh
Work with scrap preces until you have go
right and remember that all joints need some
space for glue so don't make ﬂlﬁ'ﬂ.iﬁnﬂ#
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above |rstall the pin guldes on the
pancil marks

Conclusion

I you have waed any Kind of dovetal
Jjig blore setting up and v=ing this jig wdll
b @ breeze, butl i not te technigue will
o become Familiar 1 thoroughly enjoyed
sebling up and using this pg and although
i hit expensive for the cosual user if pays
dhvedends of vou bave a propect with a lot
ol drawers, or il you are o commiercial
calaselmaker where me and quality 1s of the
eseenee, The DN is capable of more fyvpes of
devetaal gount that | bave the spuse to cover
and | am sure thet the jig will be sesing
plenty of wse mommy shop irving them all oud
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Akeda DC-16 Jig: $330
DC accessory kil $250
Contact Akeda:

Tol: 604-484-48%3

Website: www.akedajigs.com

Joint Capability:

Through dovetails, half blind
dovetails, box joints, shadow
daovetails, sliding dovetails, end-
on-end dovetails, and angled
davetails

Work Piece Width:
Minimum: 1 %"
Maximim: 16"

Work Piece Length:
Vertical Minimum: 3 %"
Herizantal Minimum: 2 4"

Work Plece Thickness:
TD pin phece: " - %"
TD tail plece: W" - 1"
HBD pin plece: X" - 1"
HED tall piece: 4" - 1"

Guide Finger Pitch:
Minimum: 1

Spacing Increment: &
Dovetall Angles:

7,5,11, 14, and 20 degrees
Router Reguirements:
Minimum 6" dia bace
above The finished dovetall pins abowe The complated half blind W eollet
dowetall |ig
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